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Minnesota to Celebrate 10th Annual School Bus Driver Appreciation Day on Feb. 18
Communities statewide will recognize thousands of school bus drivers who safely transport nearly 700,000 students each day

(SAINT PAUL, Minn) – Minnesotans across the state will celebrate the 10th Annual School Bus Driver Appreciation Day on Wednesday, Feb. 18, recognizing the dedicated professionals who safely transport nearly 700,000 Minnesota students to and from school each day.

In honor of these essential workers, Governor Tim Walz will issue a statewide proclamation declaring Feb. 18 as School Bus Driver Appreciation Day in Minnesota. The I-35W Bridge north of downtown Minneapolis will also be illuminated yellow that evening as a public tribute to school bus drivers. Many local communities and school districts will be holding events for their drivers.

School Bus Driver Appreciation Day was established in 2017 by the Minnesota School Bus Operators Association (MSBOA) and the Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation (MAPT) to highlight the critical but often overlooked work of school bus drivers and to encourage schools and communities to celebrate them.

“School bus drivers are the backbone of Minnesota’s education system,” said MAPT President Nick Klaseus. “Every day—through snow, storms, early mornings, and unpredictable traffic—drivers make sure students arrive safely and ready to learn. Their professionalism and training make school buses the safest way for children to travel.”

School bus driving is the largest form of mass transit in Minnesota, moving more people each day than any other transportation system in the state.

“Drivers play an essential role in students’ lives,” said MSBOA President Kathryn Forbord. “They are often the first friendly face a child sees in the morning, and the last at the end of the day. Families depend on them, and our schools couldn’t function without them. We encourage every Minnesotan to thank a school bus driver on February 18.”

Many school districts continue to experience driver shortages, and MSBOA and MAPT encourage Minnesotans interested in a meaningful, flexible career to consider joining the profession.
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About the Minnesota School Bus Operators Association
The Minnesota School Bus Operators Association (MSBOA) represents Minnesota’s privately owned school bus contractors, who provide more than 60% of the school buses used to transport Minnesota students. Its members serve more than 400,000 students and collectively drive more than 233,000 miles per day.

About the Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation
Founded in 1975, the Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation (MAPT) is a nonprofit association of school transportation professionals and industry leaders who promote safe and efficient student transportation across Minnesota. MAPT provides training, resources, and support for school districts statewide.

